THE ROAD AHEAD

New director; 'management for LVHN Marathon for Vla

A . full ﬂedged
running expo at

SteelStacks. in
Bethlehem for
race packet pickup

and a bigger; im-
. proved: set of fes-
tivities at the fin-
ish' line area in
downtown Easton /.
are in the works

for the 2011 Lehigh economic ' im-
Valley Health Net- Bloeckus pact to the Le-
work  Marathon high Valley in '
for Via on Sunday, ‘arace from Le-
Sept.11. = ¢ high Valley Hospital-Cedar .

Race registrationis open
for the marathon; mara-

thon, relay, half-marathon:

and- 5K races that take

place during the popular

event.
Last year’srace day drew
more than 3,150 competl-

Ga.ry R. :

that,
' the most sce-

East.' .
Over

Crest, through Allentown’s

‘Lehigh Parkway and then.

alongside the Lehigh River

+on the Delaware and Le:

high National Heritage

Corridor: before finishing

up in downtown Easton.
“With the stated goal of

tors for aroute '
\ ) runs ¥
i along some ‘of:

nictrailsinthe:

pushmg the 1mpact on the ™
area’s;economy to $1 mil-

lion ‘this year, the LVHN i
-iMcKeever; owner and oper-

Marathon for Via, run com-

‘pletely by volunteers in'the
‘ past, will receive profes-
the A
past two years, 5

7 the ‘event has |
added roughly- ;
$1:5 million in

sional management' this
year. Si
“We’ve operated ' this

_event for four years and;

becauseof the hard work of:

Via’s staff, the Lehigh Val- "

ley Health Network Mara-
thon for Via has grown to
the level where we needed

~to‘bring in outside profes-
. .sional
ment,” said John Cramp-:
sie, the committee chair-

event ' manage*

man for the race. .
Atthe suggestion' of Bart
Yasso, chief running offi-

cer for Runner’s’ World
'magazine, the course de:|

. IronMan
Mountain as the new race .
“director.

31gner and now race direc-
tor emeritus of the event,
the committee chose Barb

ator of Philadelphia Insut-
‘ance Triathlon, SheROX
‘Triathlon  Series
70.3

The race management is
being taken over by MSG
Promotions, an' organiza-

onships, and which oper-

ated the 2009 U.S. Open:
Women’s Golf Champion-

ship at Saucon. "Valley
Country Club. Most Lehigh
Valley residents will recog-
nize the Bethlehem-based
company because it is run
by former Lehlgh Univer-
sity  'women’s basketball
coach "Mimi Griffin, . the
first woman ever to. serve

and.
Pocono

«dia  conference
‘nounce the new race direc- |

- tion that runs corporate .. &8
“hospitality for the U.S. Golf
Association open champi--

as color commentator fora |
men’s NCAA Tournament |

game:. i o
“What'’s really ' great
about it is that it’s so won-

~derful ' to do something

that’s ;so close to home,”
Griffin said before the me-
to an-

tor and management team.

“The U.S. Open is some- |

thing we get here once in a
decade or so. The LVHN

Marathon for Via is some-,

thing we have every year.”
In addition to the race
expo and finish line festiv-
ity improvements, Griffin
and her MSG. partner
Jeanne Taylor are looking
to up the ante with the
Lehigh Valley  corporate
world: by drawing on the
five-person marathon relay
portion of therace. '

. “We think we can expand
the whole corporate end,”,
Griffin said. “We’d like to
turn it into a corporate
challenge, a Corporate
Cup, where corporations
compete against each other

for braggmg rights.”

|

i CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The management team for the LVHN Marathon for Via j
mcludes (from left) chairman John Crampsie, race director
Barb McKeever and MSG Promotions’ Mimi Griffin and
Jeanne Taylor. -

The main mission of the
marathon event. remains
the same, tp raise money
for  Via, -which benefits
adults and children with
disabilities such-as autism
and Down syndrome. By
getting more corporations

' involved, MSG hopes to’

expand that mission in a

“fun way.

-Crampsie explained that
the event benefits Via and
the Lehigh Valley because
of the health-related focus
of running and walking,

I“and the local economy. The -

event required 3,300 volun-

| teer-hours to make it hap-

pen last September.
“That’s a grand slam as
far as we're concerned,”
Griffin said.
In addition, Lehigh Val-
ley  Health Network ' has
signed’ on_for two more

| years as the name sponsor,

while. WEMZ-TV 69 and:

| Philadelphia’s 6ABC: are

presenting sponsors.
McKeever' said she’s ex-

cited about the marathon

portion of the event and

~will promote it as'a good

qualifier for the Boston
Marathon.
Register for the event at

 ViaNet.org or call 484-893-

5390 for more information.




